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Public Opinion and Political Action Guided Notes
THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
THE IMMIGRANT SOCIETY
The United States is a nation of _____________________________.
Three waves of immigration in the United States are mainly 1________________________________________ 2_____________________________________ and 3___________________________________________.
THE AMERICAN MELTING POT
Melting pot is the mixing of ________________________, ______________________________, and _________________________________that has changed the American nation.
Minority-majority is the immersion of __________________________________________________.
_________________________________________is an overall set of values widely shared within a society. 
The census groups estimates that by ______________ the minority will be the ________________________.

REGIONAL SHIFT
Much of America’s population growth since WWII has been centered around the ______________________ and _________________________.
________________________________________ is the process of reallocating seats in the House of Representatives every _________ years on the basis of the results of the _________________________.

THE GRAYING OF AMERICA
Aging population-Implications for ________________________________________.
Social Security is a _________________________________________ system, which means today’s workers pay the benefits for today’s _________________________________________.
By _____________________________ there will only be about _____________ workers per retiree. 
HOW AMERICANS LEARN ABOUT POLITICS: POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION
THE PROCESS OF POLITICAL SOCIALIZATION
· The Family-
· The Mass Media-
· School-
POLITICAL LEARNING OVER A LIFETIME
____________________ increases political participation and strength of _______________________________.
What does this graph show about age and voter turnout?

MEASURING PUBLIC OPINION AND POLITICAL INFORMATION
HOW POLLS ARE CONDUCTED
· Sample-
· Random sampling-
· Sampling error-
THE ROLE OF POLES IN AMERICAN DEMOCRACY
Polls help politicians detect _________________________________________.
Critics-Politicians think more about following than leading public. Bandwagon effect _______________________________________. Exit day polls __________________________________________ and wording of questions ________________________________________________.
WHAT POLES REVEAL ABOUT AMERICANS’ POLITICALINFORMATION
Americans don’t know much about __________________________________.
Americans may know their basic beliefs but now how that affects ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
THE DECLINE OF TRUST IN GOVERNMENT
Since _______________________, trust in government has _______________________________.
Trust in government has gone up somewhat since __________________________________________.
What does this graph show about peoples’ trust in government?

What are some differences between liberals and conservatives?

WHAT AMERICANS VALUE: POLITICAL IDEOLOGIES
WHO ARE THE LIBERALS AND CONSERVATIVES?
Americans pick ideological label of _________________________________ over _________________________________.
In 2008, ___________ were conservative, ___________ were moderate, and _______________ were liberal.
Gender gap-women are more likely to support ______________________________.
	Why?
DO PEOPLE THINK IN IDEOLOGICAL TERMS?
· Ideologues-
· Group Benefits-
· Nature of the Times-
· No Issue Content-

HOW AMERICANS PARTICIPATE IN POLITICS
CONVENTIONAL PARTICIPATION
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 
PROTEST AS PARTICIPATION
· Protest-
· Civil Disobedience-
· Violence-
___________________________________ was one of the most effective techniques of the _________________________________________________________.


CLASS, INEQUALITY, and PARTICIPATION
· Class-biased activity-
· Minorities are _____________________________ in terms of participation.
· Who gets what in politics depends on who __________________________________.
How does income correlate to political participation?

UNDERSTANDING PUBLIC OPINION AND POLITICAL ACTION
PUBLIC ATTITUDES TOWARD THE SCOPE OF GOVERNMENT
Many people have no opinion about _________________________________________________.
Public opinion is __________________________________ which may lead to ___________________________________.
DEMOCRACY, PUBLIC OPINION and POLITICAL ACTION
Americans select leaders in __________________________________________.
Polls reveal that Americans know little about _________________________________________________________.
People vote more for __________________________________ than ______________________________________.









