Chapter 10 Guided Notes 
Elections and Voting Behavior
HOW AMERICAN ELECTIONS WORK
FUNCTIONS OF ELECTIONS
Institutionalize Political Activity-
Regular access to political power-
Legitimacy-
THREE KINDS OF ELECTIONS
· Primary elections-
· General elections-
· Elections of specific policy questions-
A TALE OF THREE ELECTIONS
· 1800-
· 1896-
· 2008-
1800: THE FIRST ELECTORAL TRANSITION OF POWER
No primaries, ___________________________, or speeches.
Campaigns focused not on ____________________________ but on ______________________________________who chose electors.
After many votes in the _______________________, the presidency was transferred to _____________________________________ peacefully.
1896: A BITTER FIGHT OVER ECONOMIC INTERESTS
Democrats main issue was unlimited coinage of __________________________________.
______________________________ won the Democratic party nomination with speeches about the ______________________ of silver.
McKinley won the election and the __________________________________gained majority status. 

2008: AN ELECTION ABOUT CHANGE
Obama’s main issue was about changing the ______________________________________________ to extend coverage to ___________________________________.
McCain’s main issue was about making changes to improve the _________________________________ and ____________________________________________________.
Obama won the election and became the first ________________________________________ president.

WHETHER TO VOTE: A CITIZEN’S FIRST CHOICE
SUFFRAGE
The legal right to vote extended to virtually all US citizens over the age of _________________.
DECIDING WHETHER TO VOTE
Anthony Downs-
Political Efficacy-
Civic Duty-
REGISTERING TO VOTE
Voter Registration-
Motor Voter Act-
WHO VOTES?
Education-
Age-
Race-
Gender-
Marital Status-
Government employment-
Possessing several of these traits (being elderly, well educated, and married, adds significantly to one’s likelihood of _________________________________________.
Conversely, being young, poorly educated, and single is likely to add up to a very low probably of ___________________________.
HOW AMERICANS VOTE: EXPLAINING CITIZENS’ DECISIONS
MANDATE THEORY OF ELECTIONS
The idea that the winning candidate has a mandate from the people to carry out his or her __________________________________ and _________________________________________.
_____________________________________ like this theory better than ___________________________________ do.
PARTY IDENTIFICATION
People still generally vote for a party that they _______________________ with.
Parties’ hold on voters declined in the 1960s and 1970s with the rise of ____________________________________________________________.
Many floating voters make an individual voting decision and are up for grabs each ___________________________.
CANDIDATE EVALUATIONS: HOW AMERICANS SEE THE CANDIDATES
3 most important dimensions of candidate image are _______________________________, _______________________________, and ______________________________________.
Image plays a role in voting when a candidate is perceived to be ______________________________________ or _______________________________________. 
POLICY VOTING
Electoral choices that are made on the basis of the voters’ ___________________________________________and where the candidates stand on _____________________________________________________.
THE LAST BATTLE: THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE
ELECTORAL COLLEGE
A unique American institution created by the ________________________________________providing for the selection of the president by ____________________________________.
Less populated states are ________________________________.
Winner-take-all concentrates campaigns on ____________________________________.
HOW ELECTORAL COLLEGE WORKS
Electoral votes for each state equals its members in ____________________________________.
48 states use a winner-take-all system not ______________________________ or _____________________________.
State electors vote in __________________________________ after the ________________________________ election.
January-__________________________ counts votes.
House of Representatives picks president if ____________________________________________________________.
IMPORTANT ELECTORAL COLLEGE
The less populated states are overrepresented because states get _______electors for the senators regardless of their __________________________________.
__________________________________________ means candidates will focus on winning the states where the polls show that there appears to be a close _____________________________________.
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